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Mission Statement

Mi Escuelita 
teaches English 
to children 
from all 
cultures and 
prepares them 
for academic 
success.

The Charles Family, a 
Legacy of Learning
Mrs. Toni Charles began her relationship 
with Mi Escuelita when the late co-founder, 
Mrs. Helen Peña visited her home during 
the summer of 1985 to discuss enrolling her 
children into Mi Escuelita Preschool.  At the 
time, Mrs. Charles was a stay at home mom 
with four children and she was delighted 
to meet Mrs. Peña and learn about the little 
preschool in her neighborhood.  She was 
impressed with what she learned about Mi 

Escuelita and Mrs. Peña’s excitement and passion for teaching young children. 

Mrs. Peña’s recruitment visit was successful and Mrs. Charles quickly enrolled her two 
oldest children, Christopher (4 years old) and Iris (3 years old) into the Bethany site.  
After Iris and Christopher graduated, in 1988, her 4 year old son Charlie enrolled at 
the Bethany site to begin his preschool education.  In 1989, her youngest son Oscar 
began attending Mi Escuelita at the Crossover location and just like his older brothers 
and sister he enjoyed coming to Mi Escuelita.  Mrs. Charles proudly stated “my children 
were fully prepared to enter kindergarten.  And the teachers at Mi Escuelita made that 
possible”. 

Today, Mrs. Charles’s children are all grown up, Christopher is 34, Iris is 32, Charlie is 
31 and Oscar is 25 years old.  Thirty years later, her grandchild Matthew is attending Mi 
Escuelita at the Crossover location.  Matthew is an adorable, energetic and intelligent 
four year old and he loves to come to school.  Mrs. Charles stated that Matthew wakes 
up early every morning excited to go to school.  Mrs. Charles works with Matthew 
afterschool on his homework and he’s learned how to spell his name and write his 
birthday.  She also said Matthew loves to sing the songs he learns in school and on the 
radio. 

Mrs. Charles stated that she could not think of a better place to educate her children, 
she truly loves and supports Mi Escuelita Preschool.  
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Looking Ahead by Looking Up
Seven years ago, Mi Escuelita was in the middle of discussions with our 
wonderful partner, St. Matthew’s Episcopal Cathedral, to open a new 
preschool at their location. We faced some logistical challenges that 
threatened to derail the entire project. I will never forget the advice a 
gentleman from the church gave me in one of our meetings.  He simply 
said “pray that God will bless it or block it”.  It has been my prayer ever 
since.

The evidence of His hand in our program can be seen at every turn and 
it has never been as clear as this school year.  In a year of continuing 
economic struggle in our community we decided to take a chance and 
lower our tuition in hopes of enrolling more children in our program.  Our 
dream was that economies of scale would help us serve more children at 
a lower cost per child. And sure enough, for the first time since the fall of 
2008, Mi Escuelita was fully enrolled at all five locations. And the math 
worked. We were able to sustain our program and grow to pre-recession 
levels.

We then faced the challenge of the federal sequester in our Head Start program. Through the hard work of our finance 
team we were able to renegotiate here, save a few dollars there and at the end of the day, we met the 6.25% budget 
cut and only lost four slots for next year’s enrollment.  While I was saddened by the loss of educational services for four 
children, God once again showed us that He had a better plan.

A door was opened for Mi Escuelita that can potentially change our program dramatically and will allow our children 
access to an educational experience that is second to none.  Beginning this fall, Mi Escuelita will be providing Pre-K 
services to 60 children at the nationally recognized Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) at Destiny Elementary Public 
Charter School in South Dallas. You are among the first to know about this new collaboration and we could not be more 
honored to partner with this amazing organization.  Please be sure to read more about the partnership on inside page.
Leading Mi Escuelita has been one of the greatest blessings and biggest challenges of my life. But I have learned along 
the way that we have dedicated teachers and staff, devoted supporters, powerful partners and prayer warriors beside 
us each step of the way.  I thank each 
of you for the part you have played in 
helping Mi Escuelita thrive and grow. All of 
us at Mi Escuelita have dreams of serving 
more children and we must remain open 
to the opportunities that providence sends 
our way.  The greatest blessings always 
seem to come when you look up before 
looking ahead. 

Give Wings,

Gayle Nave, Executive Director

Congratulations 
Antonio Velazquez!
We would like to congratulate Antonio 
Velazquez and his family for being 
accepted into the Greenhill school. This 
is Antonio’s 2nd year at Mi Escuelita 
Preschool; he will be going to kindergarten 
at Greenhill School in the fall.   As a student 
he enjoys playing in the music, block 
and science area.  He also enjoys playing 
soccer with his two older brothers at home.  
Antonio, we are very proud you! 



Volunteer Highlights 
Local companies in Dallas are giving back to the community.  Mi 
Escuelita has benefited from many Corporate Days of Impact.  
Below is a list of  some of the events that occurred at the Mi 
Escuelita campuses.

•  The Texas Exes did a spring cleaning at the St. Mathew’s 
campus. Raking leaves, picking up litter, refreshing the sandbox 
and cleaning the playground equipment was a great way for the 
former University of Texas graduates to reconnect and volunteer.

•  The employees from Dean Foods taught the children at our 
Buckner campus a thing or two about recycling by showing our 
students what can be made out of disposable water bottles.

•  Wells Fargo employees organized a book drive to fill our 
library shelves with fact books on oceans, space, bugs and 
reptiles.

•  Visiting schools that mentored the children of Mi Escuelita 
included:  Episcopal School of Dallas, Liberty Christian, Jesuit, 
Ursuline, McKinney Christian, St. John’s, St. Rita’s, University of 
Dallas, and Sloan Creek Middle School.

When school resumes in August for the 2013-14 year, 
Mi Escuelita will serve 60 more children through the 
new partnership with KIPP – Knowledge is Power 
Program in Dallas at the new KIPP Destiny location.   
KIPP Destiny is part of the Knowledge is Power 
Program, a national network of free, open-enrollment, 
college-preparatory public charter schools with a 
track record of preparing students in underserved 
communities for success in college and in life. There are 
currently 125 KIPP schools in 20 states and the District 
of Columbia serving more than 41,000 students. With 
a college matriculation rate four times the average in 
low –income communities, there are more than 3,100 
KIPP alumni in college. KIPP currently has one school 
in Dallas, KIPP TRUTH Academy, serving 350 middle 
school students in 5th-8th grades.

KIPP Destiny Elementary will welcome its first class 
of Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students. KIPP 
Destiny will now also include Pre-K with the program 
being powered by Mi Escuelita Preschool.  The new 
program will serve 60 more students who will be 
eligible to automatically matriculate into kindergarten 
at KIPP Destiny Elementary the following year. 

The mission of this program is to provide a pipeline 
from Pre-K through college graduation for students 

from underserved communities. KIPP Destiny Pre-K 
is open-enrollment and tuition is free. The program 
will take place at the KIPP Destiny campus on Camp 
Wisdom road in south Dallas and school transportation 
is available in most areas. While the Pre-K program 
will share facilities with KIPP Destiny, Mi Escuelita 
Preschool, will facilitate the program. The program and 
curriculum will remain true to the mission and vision 
of Mi Escuelita and prepare students for academic 
success at KIPP Destiny Elementary. 

In addition to Pre-K Powered by Mi Escuelita Preschool, 
KIPP Destiny will open its doors to 130 kindergarten 
age students this August. KIPP Destiny Elementary will 
grow scholar-leaders who are empowered to define 
their own destiny and positively impact the world 
through superior academic preparation and leadership 
development. KIPP currently has one school in Dallas, 
KIPP TRUTH Academy, serving 350 middle school 
students in 5th-8th grades.

We are very excited about the opportunity to expand 
our program to serve the families in South Dallas.  
For more information about Mi Escuelita please call 
(214) 526-0220 or visit www.miescuelita.org.  For 
information about KIPP please call (214) 302-4504 or 
visit www.kippdfw.org. 



Key Dates

Enrollment and Registration 
March 18 – June 7, 2013

Graduation – June 7, 2013
 
Offices Closed – 
June 21 – July 5, 2013

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

Mi Escuelita Preschool
P.O. Box 191487
Dallas, Texas 75219-9998
www.miescuelita.org
(214) 526-0220

Your donation opens a world full of possibilities for a child.  If you would like to make a donation, please fill out and mail 
the attached envelope.  You can also donate through our website at www.miescuelita.org . Thank you!

A Day with the Perot Museum
Mi Escuelita is constantly expanding its Math and Science 
Initiative and looking for innovative approaches to enhance 
student learning.

The children of Mi Escuelita recently visited the Perot 
Museum of Nature and Science to get in touch with their 
inner scientist. The interactive learning environment and 
thought-provoking adventure made it a great experience 
for all who visited the museum.

The students got to touch fossils, learn about amazing 
dinosaur facts and discover how dinosaurs lived, what they 
ate and who ate them.

Read Across America
A nationwide program called: “Read Across America” 
was held on March 2, in celebration of Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday. The program helps teach kids the importance 
and joy of reading.

Children at Mi Escuelita made red and white hats, ate 
green eggs and ham, dressed in pajamas and acted 
out a few skits as part of the festivities.  Bob Kohler, 
longtime supporter of Mi Escuelita, came dressed 
as the Cat in the Hat and read to the children at our 
Bethany location.  The employees from Capital One 
dropped in at our Maple Ave. location to read to the 
children and take part in the festivities.


