
It’s Spring Time and 
Things are Blooming at 
Mi Escuelita Preschool
As we usher in Spring 2012, I am excited to share 
with you some of the events and activities taking 
place at Mi Escuelita Preschool that will benefi t 
our children. It’s the continual needs and our 
enduring mission for academic success for our 
children that drive us to work a little harder and 
care a little deeper.  I believe strongly, we play 
a signifi cant role in shaping the lives of future 
leaders of Dallas. 

Mi Escuelita students and their families kicked off 
the year with a heartfelt donation of Valentine’s 

Day cards and teddy bears to the patients at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children.  
We believe you are never too young to learn about friendship and caring. 

We are also excited to kick off our second annual Spring Market to be held at 
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church on Friday, March 30th from 8:00 – 3:00 pm.  We 
look forward to many of you stopping by to kick off your Easter and Mother’s Day 
shopping.   There will be something for everyone. With funds raised, we will be able to 
offer scholarship support to the children enrolling in Mi Escuelita this spring. 

Also, for the fi rst time, we are planning to celebrate graduation with all of the sites 
participating together at Fair Park on June 2nd.  We expect to graduate over 200 
children this year. Please join us as they don their adorable caps and gowns and say 
goodbye to Mi Escuelita and begin their life long journey of learning.  

I encourage you to visit our website at www.miescuelita.org to fi nd out more about 
the events, projects and happenings at Mi Escuelita.  Our ability to continue to 
provide quality early education to our children is due to your continued participation 
and support.  Everything we do is to benefi t the children at Mi Escuelita.  Regardless 
of where you serve, your time and energy make a difference in the lives of our 
young children and I thank you.

Sincerely,

Gayle Nave
Executive Director
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Spring MARKET
Benefiting Mi Escuelita Preschool

Friday, March 30, 2012
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church
9800 Preston Rd. Dallas, Tx 75230
(corner of Preston Road & Walnut Hill)

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
FREE ADMISSION TO ALL

•  100+ vendors 
•  High quality, one-of-a-kind items
•  Home Décor, Kids Clothes/Toys, Jewelry
•  Something for everyone

Kick Off Your Easter and Mother’s Day 
Shopping at our Spring Market

For More info visit www.miescuelita.org/springmarket

Save paper. Give Wings. 
Sign up to start receiving our 
newsletter via email. Go to 

www.miescuelita.org to sign up.



Our children have worked hard and are now ready to 
venture into the world.  Graduation is an important event 
that celebrates both the memories of the past and the 
promise of future success. It represents our children’s 
achievements and a successful transition to the next level of 
academic ability. This year, we will celebrate graduation at 
Fair Park, on June 2nd with all the sites graduating together.  
Friends and family are invited to attend.  Stay tuned for 
more details. 

When Abigail Garcia talks about the biggest change she has seen in 
her son Jose since attending Mi Escuelita, she says “well, I’m surprised 
that he just loves to read now”.  She proclaims that not a single day 
goes by that he doesn’t read a book.  Whether he’s reading a book 
to the family or he asks us to read a book to him, he makes sure he’s 
experienced a book that day. “You have to understand, that all he 
wanted to do was play.  We couldn’t keep him still, couldn’t get him 
to focus” emphasizes Mrs. Garcia. 

Jose is an only child at home and doesn’t get to interact much with 
children his own age. Daycare was an option, but as Mrs. Garcia 
claims, “we didn’t just want a babysitter for our son”, he needed to 
learn about subjects, that frankly, I just didn’t know anything about”.  
Now, Jose talks a lot about the subjects he’s reading about.  When 
he fi rst learned about hygiene and the importance of washing your 
hands, he was obsessed with germs and kept insisting everyone at 
home to wash their hands.  “It was funny because he would combine 
the English and the Spanish word for germs which is “gérmenes” and 
call them “germ&ms”, laughs his mother.  We could tell he would 
search for the word in English to express himself and it just wasn’t 
there. It wasn’t in his vocabulary.  

Reading has become a ritual in the Garcia home.  “He loves to talk 
after we read” says Abigail. Every night before bedtime, Jose and his 
mother have a “talk” about the day and the things he needs to do 
at school.  Sometimes after a hectic day, it’s hard for Mrs. Garcia to 
connect or talk.  Jose reminds his mother and asks her “mamma, are 
we going to talk about the things I need to do”.

Jose is getting ready to graduate in June and enter kindergarten.  
“I know he’s ready to go into kindergarten - he’s more disciplined 
and focused. He won’t be a distraction in the classroom and it’s all 
because of the teachers at Mi Escuelita. I owe them a lot”, says Mrs. 
Garcia humbly.

Reading Becomes a Ritual

Graduation Day Is Near!

“We all ought to be children all the time” 
proclaims Mrs. Elaine Johnson, a long-time 
volunteer at Mi Escuelita Bethany Site.  Formerly 
on the board of director’s, Mrs. Johnson and 
her husband, Bill, have been volunteering and 
providing the children with unique experiences 
and gifts for over 15 years. 

“I remember the fi rst time I dressed up as Santa 
Claus”, tells Mr. Johnson.  “Most of the children 
were excited, some cried and a few questioned 
the red suit”. After everything calmed down, 
the children enjoyed taking pictures with Santa 
and receiving stockings fi lled with toys and 
goodies.  “Of course, there’s always a book in 
each stocking”, asserts Mrs. Johnson.  “Reading 
and learning is an important aspect to what we 
are doing”. 

Over the course of 15 years, the Johnson’s have 
engaged the children with fun, informative 
activities like kite making and kite safety, 
music and rhythm band, Halloween, safety and 
fl ashlights, as well as Christmas.  “We’re going 
camping next,” laughs Mrs. Johnson.  After spring 
break, Mi Escuelita children will experience 
camping complete with a tent, picnic table, 
s’mores and camping chairs on the lawn of 
Bethany Site. “We absolutely love them,” said 
Alma Rodriguez, Site Manager. “Their generosity 
means a lot to the children and it helps make 
learning fun”. 

The Johnson’s smile when they talk about joy the 
children bring to them. “It’s a way we can give 
back.  “We see that the children are glad to share 
with you. There’s innocence and wonder about 
them that inspires us”, says Mr. Johnson.  

The Child in All of Us Although the children are little, their HEARTS were defi nitely 
big this past Valentine's Day.  Mi Escuelita Preschool 
students and families visited Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children and gave stuffed animals and Valentine's goodies 
to patients and families. It was a Valentine's Day fi lled with 
friendship and caring!

Small Children, Big Hearts

Make “Passport to Mexico” part of your child’s summer 
program. this year  Preschool and kindergarten age children 
are invited to take an imaginative trip to Mexico to learn 
about language, customs, and traditions of the Mexican 
culture. They will be introduced to traditional Mexican 
dance, music and theater along with arts and crafts native 
to the Mexican culture.

•   Language introduction focuses on beginner and 
conversational Spanish 

•   Instruction provided by nationally accredited preschool 

•   Dance, music, theater, arts and crafts are traditional and 
native to Mexican culture 

•  Each week culminates in a dance recital

Space is limited.  Camp runs from July 16 – July 27, 2012.  
Register online at www.miescuelita.org/summercamp.  
Call (214) 526-0220 for more information. 

Passport to Mexico 
Summer Camp
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SPONSORS CORNER
We want to welcome Maseca (Azteca Milling) to the Mi Escuelita family. Maseca/Azteca Milling is 
the largest and most experienced producer of corn masa fl our in the United States. Since becoming 
supporters of Mi Escueilta, Maseca generously sponsored our Cena de la Mariposa, matched our 
more than 2,000 pound food donation to North Texas Food Bank in December and recently 
provided branded year-long homework activity items for the children. Learn more about their 
brands and products by visiting www.aztecamilling.com.
If you would like to partner with Mi Escuelita Preschool and become a corporate sponsor, please 
contact Sandra Esquibel at sesquibel@miescuelita.org.


